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CICC HOSTS A RAMADHAN IFTAR
By EVANS NDAR

Iftar dinner and
Ramadan are a
time to reflect on
humanity and to
reaffirm
commitments
to
helping the less
fortunate.

MWITO

On 1st July 2016 evening, Coast Interfaith
Council of Clerics (CICC) Trust hosted an
Iftar dinner celebrating the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan at the Swalihina
Mosque in Kisauni. The Iftar is the evening
meal after sunset that concludes the daily
fasting during the month of Ramadan. Observers around the world gather with families, loved ones, and communities to break
their fast together. For observers, the Iftar
dinner and Ramadan are a time to reflect on
humanity and to reaffirm commitments to
helping the less fortunate. Some of the
guests invited were Christian, Hindu and
Muslim clergy. Also present were political
leaders, youth leaders and women leaders.
This Iftar was a reminder that "whatever our faith, we're all one family."
Most Kenyans would be unaware that Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting, began June 6 this year. Many would only be casually aware that this is one of the
five pillars of Islam; the date changes each year due to the lunar calendar, but
faithful adherents fast from dawn to dusk until the month concludes with the Feast
of Eid.
As Coast interfaith council of clerics we are familiar with this expression of piety
and have learned much
more regarding its practice
over the years we have lived
in an interreligious coastal
region. All do without food,
but the more devout don‟t
drink water and some don‟t
even swallow their saliva!
Eid Mbarak to all our Muslim Brothers and Sisters...
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CHALLENGES OF COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM
By Evans Ndar

a hope that others will see the

One of the key lessons learnt during

Countering Violent extremism has result and join on board.

this period was that whilst the Inter-

never been easy at all. It has devel-

net is facilitating global virtual com-

oped to a global problem becoming a
challenge even to the most advanced
western countries. It affects all cadres
of the society from the poor and vulnerable to the rich and mighty. In Africa especially Kenya it continues to
pose a major challenge to human civilization and development.

Another challenge is that terrorist groups operate as amorphous,
fluid networks providing them
significant advantages over rigidly structured state and nation
based law enforcement agencies.
The radical groups are exploiting
the

combination

of

rapidly

evolving technology and in commodious legislation to prevent

As organisation CICC is of the view detection.
that tackling Violent extremism will
require multi-sectoral approach where The moderate religious leaders
everyone in the society will have to that are at forefront in countering
play a role. There are however some religious radicalization continue

munities like Facebook, it is also providing an anonymous meeting place
for disenfranchised individuals together, share ideas, post and exchange information regarding their
particular ideology. This in itself
leads to more radical groups. There is
thus a need for clerics and other CVE
experts to be ahead of the game by
understanding the use of social media
in

youth

recruitment

to

violent

groups.

The need for partnership and multi-

of the challenges in CVE that we need to fear for their lives thus are still
to address. One of the key challenges afraid to come out and preach

sectoral approach in dealing with

is remains within the mindset of the against it since some of their colpolice who believes that the only solu- leagues have been eliminated.

assist in bringing on board faith lead-

tion to radicalization is security. That The lack of policy and legal
police concept of partnering is where framework to address the return-

other civil society members, trauma-

communities just dispense information ees continue to be a major hinin
tackling
antito them. The bureaucracy within the drance

and activists, and violence-prevention

education centre has also made it im- radicalization issues. There is
possible for some schools to allow lack of coordination from organi-

ming the precursors of violent ex-

some of our clergy to moderate the sation engaged in CVE thus lots
PPI lessons. However CICC continues of duplications in targeting the

psychological

to work with like-minded schools with same audience with the same
information.

ideologies.

CVE is still paramount since it will
ers, scholars, government officials,
informed counsellors, youth leaders
experts who are committed to stemtremism, such as social alienation,
disorders,

political

grievances, and Extremist inspired
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WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
“Proverbs

says"
The tongue has
the power of
life and death
and those who
love it will be
satisfied
therein...quoted
”

BY ESTHER KITHEU
"What Would Jesus Do?

words on them that changes the course of
their lives. At this point she wasn‟t happy
but I delivered my message and off I left.

Mshenzi!! Mbwa wewe!!

My heart at peace now the battle belongs to

Those are the exact words uttered by a mom

God.

to her between 1&1/2 - 2yrs own daughter.

Lets stop ignoring these small things.. You

Those words wrapped off my heart like a

hear a friend cursing, abusing but you just

lightning just as i was coming from a

smile and walk away..Really??

Makaa shop.

Proverbs says" The tongue has the power of

This mom was preparing chapati from her

life and death and those who love it will be

Kibanda Mtaani tu and the daughter was

satisfied therein...quoted

maybe not enjoying what mom offered.

What did you hear? What have you seen?

As I passed I wondered about the baby.

Did you walk away?

What goes on behind closed doors? But wait

WWJD

a minute am approaching home the question
pops out..WWJD? No peace, I got to go
back. Yes I decided to go back. Took
“sometimes

we

get tired by
our babies and
we end up
speaking
words on them
that changes
the course of
their lives.

20bob for 2 chapatis then of course I didn‟t
know what to tell her.
How many times are you convicted about
something but you ignore the feeling? I
trusted the Holy Spirit I fumbled on my
words...but one thing is certain, I believe I
delivered what God wanted that lady to
hear.
She wasn‟t a Christian I couldn‟t start
preaching to her about Jesus...greeted her,

The writer pictured above is child relationship

had a chat and made her know that I heard expert and mother
her then I told her "mom sometimes we get
tired by our babies and we end up speaking
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PEACE, SECURITY AND STABILIZATION PROJECT
CICC is currently implementing Peace security
and Stabilization (PSS) project. The partnership
between the project and various stakeholders

ness creation since the clergy use this platform to advance
what they have learnt to the listeners.

within the community including the teachers in

PSS has been able to provide a platform of dialogue with

schools, religious leaders and the government of-

various community stakeholders leading to open spaces

ficials provides a conducive environment in car-

for youth, women and men to come together and share

rying out counter radicalization initiatives. This

their issues and brainstorm on the way forward on CVE.

enhances sustainability since the children are

PSS has also realized the significance of expanding ave-

shaped as early as 8years of age in dealing with

nues of communication between religious leaders, youth

violent extremism.

leaders and schools where they candidly discuss their

PSS, has been able to capacity build religious

challenges and what drives youth to radicalization.

leaders on internet and online CVE so as to
counter religious and violent extremism. PSS has
also been able to support the project to partner
with the local radio stations thus in the process
providing

a

platform

to

engage

over

300,000audience with counter narrative messages. The radio and media engagements by the
clergy have also contributed indirectly to awareUnder the PSS project CICC has also been able to undertake worship centre religious exchange visit. This was as a
result of building healthy relationship and peaceful coexistence where CICC clerics led by showing the way that you
can belong to different religion but still work together harmoniously. The Muslim clergy visited the church while
the Christian clergy visited a Mosque as a symbol of
showing unity. We hope that our politicians will take the
cue from the religious leaders to spread the same love
among eachother.
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Sheikh Munir Retires from CICC Board
By Livingstone Nyando
Sheikh Munir Mazrui has finally retired from the Board of Coast Interfaith Council of Clerics (CICC)
Trust. Sheikh Munir was a Trustee and founder of CICC. He has been in the board since 2001 when the
organization was formed. Sheikh Munir is an Islamic Scholar and human rights activist. He was one of
the pioneers who started the Ukumbi wa Kislaamu TV show in the KBC. Sheikh Munir is not only the
father of Human Rights at the coast region but also the doyen of interfaith and interreligious tolerance. He
remains the pinnacle and doyen of democracy and civil liberty at the Coast and Kenya at large. Though
old age has caught up with him, at 82 he is still strong and ardent in his quest for freedom and equality.
He has been instrumental in community, women and youth empowerment. The dictatorial KANU regime
failed to break his resolve in fighting for the less fortunate members of the community. They would throw
him in the cells many times but that never deterred his thirst in fighting for the marginalized.
I first got to know Sheikh Munir when I was in primary school – thanks for my dad‟s addiction to newspapers. He would send me the Daily Nation and then in the evening he will give it to me to read. It was a
good source of news for us since Television and Radio was out of most people‟s reach then. It is here that
I would read and get to know about this man with his undying passion for human civilization.
In early 1990s during the clamour for multi-party democracy, Sheikh Munir became the face of the strug-

Sheikh
Munir is not
only
the
father
of
Human
Rights at the
coast region
but also the
doyen
of
interfaith
and
interreligiou
s tolerance

gle here. He was our Orengo, Muite and Mutunga all rolled into one. Munir did not wait for that donor to
give money or for that requisition to pass before taking action. He did not need a fuel guzzler or a 5star
hotel to implement human rights. . He did not need the polished Queen‟s English or quotes from Karl
Max, Martin Luther King or Mahatma Gandhi which most of the latter day activist intimidate us with.
Munir was not of this caliber. He believed in people‟s power and instant justice („tea is best served when
hot‟, he would state). I remember when one connected MP from Coast who tried to grab Mama Ngina
Garden at Kizingo (or is it Likoni?) and started erecting a perimeter wall. Munir had only to get to Likoni
Nakumatt Supermarket adjacent to the road with two of his colleagues to buy Nyundos.
When he started to bring down the wall, community members joined and scrambled for free building
stones. Through his simple but courageous action, ensured that we still enjoy the breeze of the sea as we
watch the passing ships. This as expected led to his arrest and arraigning in the court the following day as
he appeared before Aggrey Muchelule who was the presiding Magistrate then.
Continue to page 9
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The legend Retires
From page 8
„Waume!‟ the Magistrate will often refer to them as
reference to their bravery. Munir has slept in many
cells than he can count and appeared in court many
times than he can recall. All in ensuring freedom for
us and our future descendants.
Then there was this private developer in Kwale who
wanted to bring down a mosque as he was building
a world class golf course whose 18th hole will land
at the Mihrab (mistakenly refered as Qibla by most
people) of the mosque. The private developer offered to give them another land to build the
Mosque. Sheikh Munir will never hear of a Mosque
being brought down. He has and will always be top
Islamic scholar. I have benefitted a lot from his
teaching and advice. I still treasure the signed Holy
Quran English translation copy he gave me. I have
always admired his grasp of scriptures.
When others accused him for interacting with nonMuslims, his answer was swift. He told him that
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cared more about one‟s passion. He allowed us to
have contrary opinion from his as he passionately
defended our rights to disagree with him.
He was and still remains a father figure. Munir was
always caring and compassionate unlike some of
his colleagues. He handled us not as employees but
as his children. He always invited us for a meal of
„Mchikicho‟ at his residence. Are you wondering
what Mchikicho is? Please ask for invite and make
sure its Tuesday.
Despite coming from a privileged family, Munir
has always had time for the less fortunate. He will
give to the last coin. Many times I saw people taking advantage of this, but to him he trusted he had
helped. There were times his close comrades would
several times betray him, but Munir was not and
still does not hold grudges. He forgives and moves
on! Munir is truly a living legend and may be our
local Mandela.
As I finish I can only thank God Almighty for the
time he gave us and continues to give us with Munir. Long live Sheikh Munir!

that the Prophet (PBUH) had many friends who
were none Muslims and that at one time he gave
them space in Mosque to pray. That is Sheikh Munir for you. If half of the clergy had half the knowledge he had, I think radicalization and extremism
will be a thing of the past.
Allow me to celebrate him as veteran religious
scholar, human rights practitioner and mentor of
many of my colleagues. Munir did not have time for
tribal talk nor was he a racist. Your religion, tribe,
colour of your skin etc did not matter to him. He

Sheikh Munir with the writer giving the tips of wisdom in
one of their numerous encounters
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Coast Interfaith Council of Clerics
P.O. Box 40466—80100
Mombasa—Kenya
Tel: +254-020-2684192
Office: 0726 752633
Www.facebook.com/CoastInterfaithCouncilOfClericsTrust

WHO IS CICC?
Coast Interfaith Council of cleric is purely a clerical organization whose membership is drawn
from the mainstream religions operating at the Coast Region. It was formed in 2001 and is a faith
based trust organization that consists of the following member organizations:
Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims( SUPKEM)
Council of Imams and Preachers of Kenya ( CIPK)
Hindu Council of Kenya ( HCK)
The Catholic Church (KEC)
The National Council of Churches of Kenya ( NCCK)
The Evangelical Alliance of Kenya ( EAK)
The Organization of African Instituted Churches ( OAIC)
 Africa Traditional Religions.
The organization boasts of the following donor organizations:
•Royal Danish Embassy ( RDE)
•Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
•Pact Inc
•USAID
•Act Change Transform (ACT)
Uraia trust
German Embassy
DFID/DAI
The organization takes this onerous opportunity to give its heartfelt gratitude to the above organization for both its financial and technical support that has enabled us to reach
where we are. We say Asante Sana.

Www.cicckenya.org

Towards enduring peace and Liberty

